Decontamination upgrading progresses.
Standards of decontamination of surgical instruments in the NHS in England have come under close scrutiny, and some significant improvements have been achieved. Action plans, developed to ensure the rate of improvement is maintained, are described in this article which is derived from the Department of Health/NHS Estate document 'A review of the decontamination of surgical instruments in the NHS in England'. The Institute of Healthcare Engineering and Estate Management is one of the organisations involved in the programme of work on decontamination.